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		FINAL EXAM: Rubric for Final Exam Essay
		Be the DJ for your Favorite Music Genre!

For this essay, I would like you to be the DJ for your favorite genre of Music. I want you to create an “Album”of between 12-14 songs that would give someone with no knowledge of your genre, the “best” or “greatest hits” so they could appreciate and enjoy the genre.

This essay/album connects back to our discussion the first week of class about music and culture.  Please refer back to the article by Raymond Williams, The Analysis of Culture, located in the Week 1 folder.  The important section which relates to the essay is on page 57, starting with the paragraph “We need to distinguish three levels of culture, even in its most general definition”

As you read the next several paragraphs which continue onto page 58, Williams identifies and discusses these three levels: 1) The Lived-In Culture, 2) The Recorded Culture and 3) The Selective Tradition. We actually discussed this during our first week of face-to-face class.

I am providing an example for you of what I am looking for by writing an essay of my own on one of my favorite genres, Disco. You will find my essay in two different formats – a power point and a Word document - both are fine, please use the one you like best.

The first section is the Lived-in Culture.  For the essay, I would like for you to explore the Lived-in Culture of your chosen genre over the past 25 years.  As the DJ, you would use much of your own personal knowledge base in writing this section, with only some outside research (if needed). 

You can see from my essay example, I am providing a big-picture overview of what was happening in the society and culture at the time that Disco came into prominence. This section is a little more historical than yours may need to be, as I had to go back 45 years, to provide a context, as the lived-in culture of that time is very different from today.  

So your information in this section may be, and should be, shorter than mine.
However, you still need to give your listeners some context to the material.

The second section is the Recorded Culture. This section relates to how the culture is being recorded – radio, TV, film, books, visual art, music.  As you can see from my essay, this section is very short.

The third section is The Selective Tradition. This section explores your own personal connection to the genre and the reasons why you chose the songs that you did.  Again, please look at my example.  You don’t need to discuss your songs in specific as I did, but you can see why I chose them, as they gave an insight into why the genre is important to me and how it helped to shape my life experience at the time.

Then you would list your 12-14 songs, with the artists.  And as you can see in the power point example, I created an Album cover – if you can do that as well, that would be great.  

“How long does it have to be?”
One question that I know all of you will have is “How long does this have to be?”  You can see that the length of the essay in Word is the same in terms of word count in the power point.  So it is up to you which format is best.

The Word Perfect format is about three (3) pages: two (2) pages of writing and one (1) page listing all the songs. As I mentioned above, mine is a bit long.  So I believe that 2 pages written on the three sections is sufficient. Please submit your play list as a separate page, so most of you will have three pages.

If I had to tell you how much to write for each section, I would say the Selective Tradition should be the longest, followed by the Lived-in Culture and last the Recorded Culture. 

The exam will be available for three days, Wednesday 5/20, Thursday 5/21 and Friday 5/22 till midnight.  There will be a Turnitin link for the essay or power point, whichever format you choose. 

 Enjoy being the DJ for your Genre!
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